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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This claims list supersedes all previous claims lists. 

Claims 1-9- Previously cancelled. 

10. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented process for accessing a virtual table comprising: 
identifying a first data source; 

associating a first record widiin said first data source to a virtual table; 
accessing said first record; 
identi^g a second data source; 

associating a second record within said second data source to said virtual table; 
accessing said second record; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said first record and said second record, said first 
record populates a row in said virtual table, said second record also populates said row. 

Claim 11. Previously cancelled. 

12- (Currently Amended) A computer implemented process for accessing a virtual table comprising: 
identifying a data source; 

associating a record within said data source to a virtual table, record comprises a first column 
and a second column; 

accessing said record; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said record, both said first column and said second 
column of said record are used to populate a single column in said virtual table. 

Claims 13-14. Previously cancelled, 

15. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented process for accessing a virtual table comprising: 
identifying a first data source; 

associating a first record within said first data source to a first virtual table; 
accessing said first record; 

logically populating said first virtual table with said first record; 
identifying a second data source; 

associating a second record within said second data source to a second virtual table; 
accessing said second record; 

logically populating said second virtual table with said second record; and 
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perfonning a data manipulation operation against both said first virtual table and said second 
virtual table. 

16, (Original) The process of claim 15 in which said data maxripulation operation comprises a 
. databasejoin operation* 

Claims 17-20, Previously cancelled. 

21. (Original) A cotnputer program product liiat includes a medium usable by a processor* tlie 
medium having stored thereon a sequence of instructions which, when executed by said processor, causes 
said processor to execute a process for acoessmg a virtual table, said process comprising: 

identifying a first data source; 

associating a first record withixi said first data source to a virtual table; 
accessing said first record; 
identifying a second data source; 

associating a second record within said second data source to said virtual table; 
accessing said second record; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said first record and said second record, said first 
record populates a row in said virtual table, said second record also populates said row. 

22. (Original) A compute program product that includes a medium usable by a processor, the 
medium having stored thereon a sequence of insitructions which, when executed by said processor, causes 
said processor to execute a process for accessing a virtual table, said process conqirising: 

identifying a data source; 

associating a record within said data source to a virtual table, said record con^ses a first column 
and a second column; 

accessing said record; and 

logically populating said virtual table widi said record, both said first column and said second 
column of said record are used 10 populate a single column in said virtual table. 

Claim 23. Previously cancelled. 

24. (Original) A computer program product that includes a mediimi usable by a processor, the 
m^um having stored thereon a sequence of instructions which, when executed by said processor, causes 
said processor to execute a process for accessing a virtual table, said process comprising: 
identifying a first data source; 

associating a first record within said first data source to a first virtual table; 
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accessing said first record; 

logically populating said first virtual table witt said first record; 
identi^dng a second data source; 

associating a second record within said second data source to a second virtual table; 
accessing said second record; 

logically populating said second virtual table with said second record; and 
performing a data maniprulation operation against both said first virtual table and said second 
virtual table. 

Qaims 25-28. Previously cancelled. 

29. (Currently Amended) A _computer implemented system for accessing a virtual table comprising: 
means for identifying a first data sounse; 

rneaiis for associating a fiu:st record within said first data source to a ^ 
means for accessing said first record; 
means for identifying a second data source; 

means for associating a second record within said second data source to said virtual table; 
means for accessing said second record; and 

means for logically populating said virtual table with said first record and said second reconi, said 
first record populates a row in said virtual table^ said second record also populates said row. 

30. • (Currently Am^ided) A computer implemented system for accessing a virtual table comprising; 

means for identifying a data source; 

means for associating a record within said data source to a virtual table, said record comprises a 
first column and a second colimm; 

means for accessing said record; and 

means for logically populating said virtual table widi said recordj^ both said first column and said 
second column of said record are used to populate a single column in said virtual table. 

Claim 31. !Previously cancelled. 

32. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented system for accessing a virtual table comprising: 
means for identifying a first data source; 

means for associating a first record within said first data source to a first virtual table; 
means for accessing said first record; 

means for logically populating said first virtual table with said first record; 
means for identifying a second data source; 
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means for associating a second record within said second data source to a second virtual table; 
means for accessing said second record; 

means for logically populating said seccmd virtual table with said second record; and 
means for perfonning a data manipulation operation against both said first virtual table and said 
second virtual table. 

33 . (Cuirentiy Amended) A computer implemented m ethod for accessing a virtual table comprising: 
identifying a data source; 

associating a record within said data source to a virtual table, wherein said virtual table is not 
defined with database metadata; 

accessing said recoup and 

logically populating said virtual table with said record, 

34. (Original) The method of claim 33 in which said record is accessed based upon data description 
information for said record. 

3 5 . (Original) The method of claim 3 3 in which a user-defined function is used to access said virtual 
■ table. 

36. * (Original) The method of claim 33 further comprising: 

identifying a second data source; 

associating a second record within said second data source to said virtual table; 
accessing said second record; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said second record. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 36 in which said record populates a row in said virtual table, said 
second record also populates said row. 

3 8. (Original) The method of claim 3 3 in which said record comprises a first and a second column, 
both said first and said second columns are used to populate a single column in said virtual table. 
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39. (Original) The method of claim 33 in which a data manipulation operation is pafonned against 
said virtual table, 

40- (Original) The method of claim 3 9 further comprising: 
identifying a second data source; 

associating a second record within said second data source to a second virtual table; 
accessing said second record; and 

logically populating said second virtual table with said second record, wherein said data 
manipulation operation operates against both said virtual table and said second virtual table. 

4 1 . (Original) A computer program product that includes a medium usable by a processor, the 
medium having stored thereon a sequence of instructions which, when executed by said processor, causes 
said processor to execute a noethod for accessing a virtual table, said method comprising: 

identifying a data source; 

associating a record within said data source to a virtual table, wherein said virtual table is not 
defined with database metadata; 

, accessing said record; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said record. 

42. (Original) The computer program product of claim 41 in which said record is accessed based 
upon data description infbnnation for said record. 

43. (Original) The computer program product of claim 41 in which a user-defined function is used to 
access said virtual table. 

44. (Original) The computer program product of claim 4 1 further comprising: 
identifying a second data source; 

associating a second record within said second data source to said virtual table; 
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accessing said second record; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said second record 

45. (Original) The computer program product of claim 44 in which said record populates a row said 
virtual table, said second record also populates said row. 

46. (Original) The computer program product of claim 41 in which said record comprises a first and a 
second column, both said first and said second columns are used to populate a single colimm in said 
virtual table, 

47» (Original) The con?)Uter program product of claim 41 in which a data manipulation operation is 
performed against said virtual table. 

48, (Original) The computer program product of claim 47 further comprising: 
identifying a second data source; 

associating a second record within said second data source to a second virtual table; 
accessing said second record; and 

logically pojHalating said second virtual table with said second record, wherein said data 
manipulation operation operates against both said virtual table and said second virtual table, 

49. (Chirrently Amended) A computer implemented system for accessing a virtual table conqjrising: 
n:^aas for identifying a data source; 

means for associating a record wifliin said data source to a virtual table, wherein said virtual table is not 
defined with database metadata; 

means for accessing said record; and 

means for logically populating said virtual ta'ble with said record. 

50. (Original) The system of claim 49 in which said record is accessed based upon data description 
tnformation for said record. 

5 1 , (Original) The system of claim 49 in which a user-defined function is used to access said virtual 
table, 
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52. (Qiigmal) The system of claim 49 further conqjrising: 
means for identifying a second data so\irce; 

means for associating a second record within said second data source to said virtual table; 
means for accessing said second record; and 

means for logically populating said virtual tabic wifli said second record. 

53. (Original) The system of claim 52 in which said record populates a row in said virtual table, said 
second record also populates said row. 

54. (Original) The system of claim 49 in which said record conqmses a first and a second column^ 
both said first and said second columns are used to populate a single column in said virtual table. 

55. (Original) The system of claim 49 in which a data manipulation operation is performed against 
said virtual table. 

56. (Original) The system ofclaim 55 further conoprising: 
means for identifying a second data source; 

means for associating a second record Within said second data source to a second virtual table; 
means for accessing sai d second record; and 

means for logically populating said second virtual table with said second record, wherein said 
data manipulation operation Operates against both said virtual table and said second virtual table. 
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